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precision

The closeness of agreement between independent test results obtained by applying the
experimental procedure under stipulated conditions. The smaller the random part of the
experimental errors which affect the results, the more precise the procedure. A measure
of precision (or imprecision) is the standard deviation.

Comment:

Asrecognized in VIM, precision is sometimes misused for accuracy. This problem will
be avoided if one recognizes that precision relates only to dispersion, not to deviation
from the (conventional) true value. Imprecision has been defined as 'the standard error
of the reported value.'

Source:

PAC, 1994, 66, 595 (Nomenclature for the presentation of results of chemical analysis
(IUPAC Recommendations 1994)) on page 598

VIM

Orange Book, p. 6

PAC, 1990, 62, 2167 (Glossary of atmospheric chemistry terms (Recommendations
1990)) on page 2207

See also:
PAC, 1990, 62, 2167 (Glossary of atmospheric chemistry terms (Recommendations
1990)) on page 2174
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