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principle of microscopic reversibility

In a reversible reaction, the mechanism in one direction is exactly the reverse of the
mechanism in the other direction. This does not apply to reactions that begin with a
photochemical excitation.

See also: chemical reaction, detailed balancing

Source:
PAC, 1994, 66, 1077 (Glossary of terms used in physical organic chemistry (IUPAC
Recommendations 1994)) on page 1141
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