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Rayleigh scattering

The scattering of light by particles and molecules which are much smaller than the
wavelength of the light. In the 1deal case, the process is one of pure dipole and induced
dipole interactions with the electric field of the light wave. The scattering cross section

for light of wavelength A is proportional to 27,

Source:
PAC, 1990, 62, 2167 (Glossary of atmospheric chemistry terms (Recommendations
1990)) on page 2209
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