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valence

The maximum number of univalent atoms (originally hydrogen or chlorine atoms) that
may combine with an atom of the element under consideration, or with a fragment, or
for which an atom of this element can be substituted.

Source:
PAC, 1994, 66, 1077 (Glossary of terms used in physical organic chemistry (IUPAC
Recommendations 1994)) on page 1175
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