
doi:10.1351/goldbook.F02518

IUPAC Compendium of Chemical Terminology  Copyright © 2014 IUPAC

freely rotating chain
in polymers

A hypothetical linear chain molecule, free from short-range and long-range
interactions, consisting of infinitely thin rectilinear segments (bonds) of fixed length,
jointed at fixed bond angles; the torsion angles of the bonds can assume all values with
equal probability.
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