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oxidation number 
 
in English is largely synonymous with oxidation state, and may be preferred when the 
value represents a mere parameter or number rather than being related to chemical 
systematics or a state of the atom in a compound. Etymologically, it stems from the no-
longer-used term Stock number (oxidation number of a central atom; the charge it would 
bear if all the ligands were removed along with the electron pairs that were shared with 
the central atom) and the likewise obsolete term Ewens–Bassett number (ion charge). 
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