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Schiller layers

Synonym: iridescent layers

In some systems, sedimenting particles form layers separated by approximately equal
distances of the order of the wavelength of light. This gives rise to strong colours when
observed in reflected light and the system is said to form iridescent layers or Schiller
layers.

Source:

PAC, 1972, 31, 577 (Manual of Symbols and Terminology for Physicochemical
Quantities and Units, Appendix II: Definitions, Terminology and Symbols in Colloid
and Surface Chemistry) on page 611
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